
 
Distribution of Water on Earth’s Surface 

In this demonstration, we will be looking at the distribution of water on Earth in 
two ways: 

 The amount of salt water vs. the amount of fresh water 
 The location of Earth's fresh water (Ice, groundwater, rivers and lake, water 

vapor 

In the data tables below, record your observations based on the amount of 
water in each beaker or graduated cylinder: 
 
 Percent of 

Earth’s water 
Ice (Glaciers)  
Shallow Groundwater  
Deep Groundwater  
Rivers and Lakes  
Water Vapor  
 Now that you have your data, create two pie graphs (one for each data 
table).  Make sure you label each pie of the pie and create a title for each graph. 

 
                       
 
 
 
 
 
Based on the information above, where is most of the Earth's freshwater is 
found? 
 
Based on the information above, how would you describe most of Earth's water? 
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